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“Be the best version of yourself”
Purpose of this update
This section replaces the previous EYFS-specific values wording in the 2024 EYFS policy. The Early Years provision will use the same seven core values as the whole school, ensuring that children experience a consistent ethos from Nursery through Reception and into the wider school.
Our whole-school values in Early Years
	RESILIENCE
Children are encouraged to persevere, try again, manage challenges and develop confidence in their ability to learn from mistakes.
	ASPIRATION
We encourage children to have a go, develop curiosity, set simple goals and believe in what they can achieve.

	PRIDE
Children are encouraged to take pride in their learning, their effort, their belongings, their classroom and the wider school community.
	POSITIVITY
We model and encourage positive attitudes, enthusiasm, kindness and a willingness to approach new experiences.

	EMPATHY
Children learn to recognise and respond to the feelings of others, develop friendships, listen and show care and understanding.
	RESPECT
We teach children to listen to others, value differences, care for people and resources, and treat everyone with dignity.

	SAFETY
Children learn how to keep themselves and others safe, recognise when something does not feel right, follow agreed boundaries and seek help from trusted adults.
	



How our values are lived through EYFS
Resilience: through play, challenge, problem-solving, perseverance and opportunities to make mistakes safely and try again.
Aspiration: through ambitious adult interactions, rich vocabulary, high expectations and encouragement to become increasingly independent.
Pride: through celebrating effort and progress, caring for the learning environment and encouraging children to take ownership of their learning.
Positivity: through warm relationships, encouragement, modelling positive language and helping children approach new experiences with confidence.
Empathy: through stories, role play, discussion, emotional literacy, friendship-building and supporting children to understand different perspectives.
Respect: through listening, turn-taking, caring for people and resources, valuing difference and learning to resolve disagreements peacefully.
Safety: through safeguarding education, clear boundaries, safe routines, healthy choices, risk awareness and knowing which trusted adults can help.
Connection to the EYFS curriculum
Our values are not taught as a separate subject. They are embedded throughout the seven areas of learning, particularly Personal, Social and Emotional Development, Communication and Language and Physical Development. They are also reinforced through stories, role play, adult modelling, routines, relationships, play, outdoor learning and discussions with children. The seven EYFS areas remain the statutory framework for learning and development; our whole-school values provide the ethos through which children experience that curriculum.
Inclusive practice and equality
Our values apply to every child. We recognise that children develop at different rates and communicate in different ways. We adapt our provision and interactions so that all children, including children with SEND and children from different backgrounds, have meaningful opportunities to demonstrate and develop the values. We promote equality of opportunity, fairness, belonging and respect.
Safeguarding and the value of Safety
Safety is one of Wood Lane's core values and is closely connected to our safeguarding culture. Children are taught, in developmentally appropriate ways, how to keep themselves and others safe, how to recognise when something does not feel right and how to seek help from trusted adults. Adults listen to children's views, take concerns seriously and follow the school's safeguarding procedures. The 2026 EYFS framework strengthens welfare and safeguarding requirements, including clearer requirements around safer sleep and other welfare arrangements.
Implementation in Nursery and Reception
In Nursery, the values are introduced through relationships, routines, play, stories, modelling and first-hand experiences. Reception children continue to develop the same values within our mixed Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 class. Reception pupils access the EYFS curriculum through a range of approaches, including purposeful play, child-initiated learning, adult-led teaching, small-group work, modelling, scaffolding and outdoor learning. The values provide a consistent language that supports children as they move through the different stages of their education.
RESILIENCE • ASPIRATION • PRIDE • POSITIVITY • EMPATHY • RESPECT • SAFETY
Ready • Respectful • Responsible
Be the best version of yourself.
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